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Dear Sir/Madam,
Shropshire Council response to permitted development for shale gas exploration consultation
This letter represents Shropshire Council’s response to the above consultation, it has been considered by the Planning & Housing Portfolio Holder and other cabinet members and officers. 

Question 1 

a) Do you agree with this definition to limit a permitted development right to non-hydraulic fracturing shale gas exploration? Yes/No

b) If No, what definition would be appropriate?

No. It is likely that a definition restricting permitted development rights to non-hydraulic would superficially be less onerous than hydraulic fracturing processes. However in our experience having dealt with an application for exploratory drilling for coal bed methane in north Shropshire such applications generate wide spread public interest. There are deeply held views and many in the community appear unconvinced about the process despite the benefits alternative energy sources may offer. 

In 2010 an application for exploratory drilling for Coal Bed Methane at a Farm in North Shropshire was granted but with very little public interest. The drilling did not take place and a revised application was submitted in 2014. By this time public interest in the process had grown significantly and the application was ultimately withdrawn following protest on the site and pressure throughout the consideration of the application – see link below.

https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=KYYTOBTD06Z00&activeTab=summary
Question 2 

Should non-hydraulic fracturing shale gas exploration development be granted planning permission through a permitted development right? Yes/No

No. While the granting of shale gas through a permitted development right will be seen as a means of supporting the industry to establish the scope of energy recovery it will be seen by communities and objectors as reducing the democratic process for an area of planning that generates significant public interest. 

Question 3 

a) Do you agree that a permitted development right for non-hydraulic fracturing shale gas exploration development would not apply to the following? 

b) If No, please indicate why. c) Are there any other types of land where a permitted development right for non-hydraulic fracturing shale gas exploration development should not apply?

• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

• National Parks 

• The Broads 

• World Heritage Sites 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest  

• Scheduled Monuments 

• Conservation areas 

• Sites of archaeological interest 

• Safety hazard areas 

• Military explosive areas 

• Land safeguarded for aviation or defence purposes 

• Protected groundwater source area

Yes, but would add to the list Green belt and former mineral workings.
Question 4 

What conditions and restrictions would be appropriate for a permitted development right for non-hydraulic shale gas exploration development?

Time limits for implementation and duration so as to define the scope of the project and provide certainty to the community. In Shropshire there have been successive applications with no implementation which creates uncertainty for local residents. 

Question 5 

Do you have comments on the potential considerations that a developer should apply to the local planning authority for a determination, before beginning the development?

A requirement for evidenced based engagement strategy to explain factually the nature of the project and its impacts should be a pre-requisite supported perhaps with FAQ’s. The telecommunications industry for example has improved its effectiveness in this respect by addressing public concerns about health effects and visual impacts of telecommunications infrastructure. 

Question 6 

Should a permitted development right for non-hydraulic fracturing shale gas exploration development only apply for 2 years, or be made permanent?

A temporary change to the permitted development rights would allow the impact to be assessed and modified if not successful

Question 7 

 Do you have any views the potential impact of the matters raised in this consultation on people with protected characteristics as defined in section 149 of the Equalities Act 2010?

No

Yours faithfully
[image: image1.jpg]



Ian Kilby
Planning Services Manager
01743 258718
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